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DISTANT LEARNING ESL 
 

 

Summary 

Distance Learning is an online-based program that gives students additional practice outside the classroom 

and helps decrease the amount of time it takes inside the classroom to study for the HSE test or to improve 

English language skills. 

Distance education, as a form of education that enables and promotes development of autonomous life-long 

learning skill, necessary to keep up with rapid changes and development in today’s society, is a concept 

definitely worth considering. Teaching a foreign language in a distance education system is very challenging, 

primarily in terms of overcoming the main gap – lack of direct contact between teachers and learners. This 

paper focuses on the aspect of teaching materials used for ESL in a distance learning system. 

To ensure the implementation of basic educational programs with high efficiency, the implementation of 

appropriate reforms in distance and innovative learning, which meet all modern requirements, is a very 

important process in the development of education. The development of distance learning courses will be useful 

to ensure equal access to educational opportunities for all students, especially for workers, or for those who 

study in parallel in other universities in Ukraine or abroad. Private educational organizations and government 

agencies around the world support the use and development of distance learning by accumulating pedagogical 

and methodological experience for further development. 

Distance learning technologies represent many new opportunities for teaching foreign languages, which 

allow further expanding the range of teaching methods, just as language laboratories, television and computers 

have increased the standard classroom. It is important to review these distance-learning options to distinguish 

their ability levels, as these systems have different limitations on the learning process. For example, one-way 

systems that use only presentations have been criticized for not providing anything other than a video 

distribution system that could be reproduced by sending 10 videos to students. The lack of direct bilateral 

interaction, which characterizes many distance education programs, is contrary to the goals of foreign language 

teaching. However, using this interaction, distance technologies can maintain the integrity of foreign language 

teaching. Learning strategies that encourage student-teacher dialogue and student autonomy in distance 

learning situations should be included in learning. 
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